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An End to Summer…

Hello, and thanks for reading the newest edition.  It seems that Dr. Lichdi has settled right into practice.  He has fit right in here at the practice and is enjoying himself quite a bit.  He has taken on a lot of work since joining the practice, especially since Dr. Gill is stuck in the office for part of the week.  Dr. Gill is in the process of finding another small animal veterinarian so that he can return to the road - he is very anxious to see all of you again.  If you’re lucky, you may see him some day when he is working on the road.  So, that is why you have been seeing a lot of Dr. Becky and Dr. Lichdi and so little of Dr. Gill.  Other than that, everything seems to be running smoothly.  This summer was difficult at times – especially the intense heat in July and odd rainfall patterns.  However, I can guarantee that people (myself included) will soon be complaining about the cold.  Luckily, the cows like the cold a lot more than the heat.  Additionally, some of you may have lost your barn help, as they returned to school.  So, here’s to a great fall - with rising milk prices (we can always hope, right) and healthy cows.  Enjoy the rest of the warm weather because it won’t last long!


What’s New at Brookside

At this time, there is not too much happening at Brookside Veterinary Clinic.  Dr. Gill is acting as our second small animal veterinarian part of the week every week to ease the workload of our primary small animal veterinarian, Dr. Bob Pratt.  We are currently looking to hire a small animal veterinarian to take over for Dr. Gill so he can return to the road.  Dr. Gill has been enjoying his time in the office (especially when it’s hot, humid, or raining!) but he is anxious to return to the farms.  

10 Ways to Step Up Cow Management

By Dairy Herd staff (January 04, 2006)
Take care of your cows and they’ll take care of you. That’s good advice, and producers try to do their best to follow it. And, as much as the industry has focused on improving its management, there are still things individual producers can always do better. You can look at cow performance in a number of ways to help decide if your herd is up to snuff. For instance, you can track lactation curves or examine cow productivity on a lifetime profitability basis. Or you can evaluate performance based on a day in the life of the cow. That is, look at all the factors that affect welfare, health and productivity on a daily basis — because every minute of every day, that cow is doing something. Cows love consistency, says Wayne Weiland, veterinarian and technical services specialist for Monsanto’s Animal Agriculture Group. “Anything we can do to increase that consistency will increase how well cows perform for us.”

Here are 10 areas or practices that Weiland says can be improved on nearly every dairy. Use this checklist of things to improve for increased profitability.

1. Forage quality. Quality will be negatively impacted by low silage-pack density, failure to cover bunkers in a timely fashion and/or poor bunker face management. 

2. Feeding consistency. Monitor moisture levels and throw out any moldy or spoiled feedstuffs. Also, make sure your TMR is mixed consistently in terms of mixing order, timing and revolutions per minute during mixing.  Finally, deliver feed at the same time every day. 

3. Stall design and comfort. Make sure your stalls feature a comfortable resting surface, as well as plenty of lunge, bob and rising space. (For help in assessing your facilities, go to: http://www.vetmed.wisc.edu/dms/fapm/fapmtools/5house/stall-flowchart.pdf 

4. Reduce time away from feed, water and beds/stalls. Make sure your barn design doesn’t require a pen of cows to be locked away from feed or stalls so that another group can be moved for milking. Also be aware that long distances to the parlor will have an impact on this concern. 

5. Decrease pen changes.   Each time a cow experiences a group or environment change, they undergo physical and psychological stresses that negatively impact production. Grouping for production or reproduction, which is commonly done, can mean many moves over the cow’s lactation. Consider grouping by parity AND “social grouping”. This involves moving an animal into a lactating pen and leaving her there until dry-off.  

6. Decrease stocking density in the pre- and post-fresh groups. Facilities are often sized incorrectly to handle transition cows. They need more space than lactating groups, to assure intakes remain high during this critical period. Therefore, target your stocking density for these cows at about 80 percent.  Never stock these pens above 100 percent. 

7. Remove chronic disease carriers, especially BVDV and Johnes infected animals.  These animals represent a significant disease challenge to your herd, as they constantly shed disease-causing organisms.  As an example, one 1,000-cow dairy improved its pregnancy rate by 5 percentage points after a cow persistently infected with BVD was identified and removed from the herd. In addition to a good vaccination program, buy only test-negative animals, monitor by string testing milk and test calves. 

8. Stop co-mingling fresh cows and sick cows. Establish separate facilities for each group so you don’t contaminate healthy fresh cows. Fresh cows are very vulnerable and require extra consideration, including reduced exposure to disease agents. 

9. Increase heat detection accuracy. Are your cows really in heat when they’re bred? As milk production increases, heat detection often becomes more difficult. Therefore, consider tools such as tail chalking, pedometers, or other electronic monitoring options.  Also consider synchronization protocols to eliminate the need for heat detection on your dairy altogether.

10. Early detection and intervention of lame cows. Lameness, or locomotion, scores of three or higher, are often needed before farm personnel recognize that a cow is lame. Train employees to spot lameness earlier. And don’t wait for the next hoof trimmer visit to treat. Intervene sooner rather than later.

High Milk Production Shortens Estrus

Dairy Herd Management (May 3, 2006)

New research shows that high-producing cows are in estrus for a shorter period of time than low-producing cows. “If a cow is producing about 70 pounds per day, a four-time-per-day heat-detection program will detect about 90 percent of cows that are in estrus,” says Milo Wiltbank, reproductive physiologist at the University of Wisconsin. “However, this same program will only detect about 50 percent of cows in heat if they are producing above 100 pounds per day.” Wiltbank shared this insight last week at the Tri-State Dairy Nutrition Conference in Fort Wayne, Ind.


Briefs:

· Ultrasound examination for fetal sexing and early pregnancy diagnosis is available.  Call for a demonstration or to have your next herd check with the ultrasound. 

· Don’t forget about the reproductive record analysis service that we are offering in conjunction with the Pfizer 100-Day Contract.  All we need is your DHI or DairyComp305 Herd ID number and RAC code.  Call for a consultation today

Brent’s Joke Corner:

The Far Side

Gary Larson, 1993


Liners affect teat-end health

Dairy Herd staff (June 06, 2006)

Researchers at Cornell University’s quality milk production services lab have found that liner type - round versus square - impacts teat-end health. In a study involving 12 commercial dairies, half used round liners and the other half used square liners. When the researchers evaluated teat-end health by keratinization score, they found that herds using round liners had more teats with higher keratinization scores. 

In phase two of the liner study, Cornell researchers switched two herds from round liners to square liners. (Two other matched herds continued to use the same type of liners and served as controls.) According to Ynte Schukken, Quality Milk Production Services, Cornell University, they consistently found a slight advantage to square liners throughout the study. Results show that square liners:

· Have a significantly better teat-end score when compared to round liners. (20 percent fewer cracks in teat ends and a 0.5-point drop in keratinization score.)

· Helped improve teat-end health in herds that switched from round to square liners in about three months. 

In addition, earlier studies using milk-flow patterns during milking showed a more “gentle” milk-flow curve for square liners


Brookside Veterinary Clinic is currently accepting new Large Animal Clients!

If you know of someone within our expanded service area who is in need of large animal services, please refer them to our practice.  

Thank you for choosing Brookside to meet your large animal care needs.


What Do You Want To See in the Next Issue?

If there is anything in the realm of Veterinary Medicine that you would like to know about, please inform me so that I can address your question and concerns.  You can ask for information on anything from drugs and research to management and techniques.  

Thank You!


Visit the Brookside Vet Clinic website today!
If you surf the web, look us up at www.brooksidevetclinic.com.  You can learn about the clinic and contact us by email at info@brooksidevetclinic.com
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