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Changes Abound at Brookside

Hello, and thanks for reading the newest edition.  I really enjoy writing this newsletter and I look forward to any and all client contributions.  As many of you may have noticed, there have been quite a few changes going on at the Brookside Veterinary Clinic lately. The specific changes will be detailed in an article below, but don’t be concerned.  The changes are just to help the clinic, and our doctors and staff, to run better.  At our core, we are still providing the same high quality of service that you have become accustom to.  I hope you enjoy the new and improved Brookside as well as this edition of the newsletter.  If you have any ideas for me, please don’t hesitate to call the office and leave me a message.  Have a great spring!


Winter Producers Meeting
We have scheduled our annual winter producers meeting for Thursday, March 23rd at the Sunset Restaurant in Auburn.  I’m sure that you remember the great talk that Dr. Bill Stone gave last year on forages.  This year, Dr. Gill will be giving a presentation on calving that will include proper calving procedures, how to identify common problems, and ways to correct simple fetal malpresentations.  This is sure to be an instructive and practical presentation that you will be able to put to use on a regular basis.  Plan to arrive at the restaurant at 6:30pm for dinner at 7 and the talk at 8.  If you are interested in attending the meeting, please contact the office with the number of people you expect to attend.  We are looking forward to seeing you there.  


What’s New at Brookside

As many of you may have noticed, there have been quite a few changes at Brookside of late.  First, we had to say good-bye to office manager Carol Malys.  It was a difficult but necessary management decision.  We wish her all the best.  Although she can never be replaced, Cecelia Gill and new hire Karen Hansen have stepped up to fill the void.  Karen H. worked for Dr. Gill 15 years ago and has returned to do the bookkeeping and be our contact with our large animal clients.  Some of you may actually remember her from that time.  She is the new voice that you hear when you call the office.  Welcome, Karen H.!

The second big change is that we are no longer using the after hours answering service.  Dr. Gill recently discovered that our phone system has a paging feature that we can use to receive emergency calls after hours.  With this system, when you call the office with an after hours emergency, press “6” to access the large animal emergency voice mail and leave a detailed message at the prompt.  The phone system will contact the DOC (doctor on call) at up to 5 different phone numbers.  If you do not hear from the DOC in 30 minutes, we are asking that you call back and leave a second message.  So far, the system has worked remarkably well and those that have had to use it have been happy with the turn around time on their emergency calls.   


Cerebral Infarction and Meningo-encephalitis Following Hot-Iron Disbudding of Goat Kids

K.G. Thompson et al. New Zealand Vet J 53:368-370, 2005
The overall prevalence of thermal injury to the brain of goat kids after hot-iron disbudding is unknown, as techniques and equipment vary from farm to farm and veterinarians are not routinely involved in the process in the United States or in New Zealand. This report describes a case in New Zealand where 18 of 150 Saanen goat kids acted “dopey” 2 days after they were disbudded when between 4 and 10 days old. These kids were all treated with long-acting oxytetracycline and vitamin B and all survived. However, the next day, 12 other kids were found dead. Necropsy of 5 revealed necrotic skin and a circular area of yellow/gray discoloration on the inner surface of the skull beneath each disbudding site. The underlying frontal lobes of the brain were reddened and often cavitated. Histology revealed extensive hemorrhage and coagulation necrosis of cortical gray and white matter. Many blood vessels contained fibrin thrombi and gram-positive rods were present throughout necrotic cortex. Many different bacterial species, presumably having penetrated through devitalized bone, were cultured from the brain. Some dehorners may not be as hot as desirable and prolonged application of the dehorner is sometimes necessary to destroy the entire bud.  Because the skull of a young kid is thin and damage to underlying vessels will cause brain infarction, the tissues should be allowed to cool before a second attempt at burning the bud is carried out.  The hot iron should be applied a 10 second intervals (10 seconds burning followed by 10 seconds cooling).  Broad-spectrum antibiotics are indicated, especially if the kid seems depressed after disbudding.


Cost Comparison of Natural Service Sires and AI for Dairy Cattle Reproductive Management

Theriogenology, Vol. 63, No. 3, pp. 589-602

Despite the widespread popularity of artificial insemination, many dairymen still prefer the use of natural service sires due to a variety of reasons, including a common perception that it is easier to manage and less expensive than AI.  Little has been done to estimate the explicit and implicit costs, including the probable loss of genetic progress associated with the use of natural service sires in dairy herds. A partial budget approach was used to stochastically model the expected costs and returns of reproductive management options in large western Holstein dairies. Option 1 was natural service sires managed using currently recommended approaches including breeding soundness evaluation, vaccination, and a rotational breeding system. Option 2 was an AI system using a modified Presync-Ovsynch timed AI program in conjunction with estrus detection and inseminations performed by a commercial route breeder.  Variables in the model included the cost of the lactating ration and purchased bulls, as well as the value received for milk, market bulls, and net merit gains. All other variables were treated deterministically.   Under the model's assumptions, the use of natural service sires averaged approximately $10 more in cost per cow per year as compared to an AI program. Sixty percent of the time, AI was less expensive than using bulls.  However, there was wide variation in expected differences in cost between the two systems with net merit estimates having the largest impact, followed by prices received for milk sold and market bulls.  The second largest impact is the price paid for the milk produced by the marginal cows. When milk price rises, the advantage moves in the favor of AI. However, as milk price declines, the concept of adding additional marginal cows may be less valuable, due to the lower value of the milk relative to the high cost of the purchased animals.  Other factors, such as the cost per insemination and the average number of inseminations per cow likely have very large impacts on the net result, but these factors were not treated stochastically.  The purpose of the current study was to compare the estimated costs between an all AI program and a reproductive management program using 100% natural service sires within the context of a large western free stall dairy managed using a rotational system.  While individual costs may vary from region to region, under the assumptions used in this model, and using the expected or mean estimates for each variable, reproductive management using all AI was predicted to be less expensive than using all NS sires.


Brent’s Joke Corner:

You Might Be A Dairy Farmer...

  If you know the price of milk per hundredweight but not by the gallon.

  If you've ever gotten an award for fat (and were proud of it).

  If your idea of a power lunch is a sandwich on a tractor.

  If manure is a dinner table topic 

  If your idea of a neighborhood watch is someone calling you to let you know your heifers are out.

  If your idea of overnite delivery is pulling a calf at three in the morning.

  If you can remember the name of every cow on your farm but the names of your children sometimes elude you.

Briefs:

· Don’t forget about the reproductive record analysis service that we are offering in conjunction with the Pfizer 100-Day Contract.  All we need is your DHI or DairyComp305 Herd ID number and RAC code.  Call for a consultation today

· Ultrasound examination for fetal sexing and early pregnancy diagnosis is available.  Call for a demonstration or to have your next herd check with the ultrasound. 

· New product:  Spectramast DC – a ceftiofur based dry cow treatment with a short meat withhold and no milk withhold after a 30 day dry period. 

Brookside Veterinary Clinic is currently accepting new Large Animal Clients!

If you know of someone within our expanded service area who is in need of large animal services, please refer them to our practice.  

Thank you for choosing Brookside to meet your large animal care needs.


What Do You Want To See in the Next Issue?

I’m taking suggestions for articles for the next edition of the Brookside Bulletin; so if there is anything that you would like to know about, please call the office.  This can include anything from drugs and research to management and techniques.  

Thank You!


Visit the Brookside Vet Clinic website today!
If you surf the web, look us up at www.brooksidevetclinic.com.  You can learn about the clinic and contact us by email at info@brooksidevetclinic.com
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