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Now, the Second Edition!

Hello, and welcome to the second, widely anticipated, newsletter for the large animal clientele of Brookside Veterinary Clinic.  I have received some really great feedback from people about the first edition, which was very exciting.  However, since it took so long to publish and distribute the October edition, I decided not to push my luck and just sail on to a January newsletter.  Again, if you have any suggestions or information for the newsletter, please let me know.  I want to know what you would like to hear about.  Finally, from all of us here at Brookside, we hope you had a happy holiday season and we wish you the best for the New Year!

NY Scrapie Herd Sire Testing Program for Sheep Producers
The NY Ram Project, through the NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets, has been extended through September 1, 2006.  This is a free program in which up to 10 rams can be tested for genetic susceptibility to scrapie on codon 171.  This will allow you to know which of your rams are resistant or susceptible to scrapie found in the US.  This, in turn, may help with your breeding program and determine which of your rams will be a future herd sire.  There will be a charge for a doctor to visit your farm and draw the blood, but the actual testing is at no cost to the producer. If you are interested or have any questions about this program, please call the office. 

Ultrasound Examination Now Available
Brookside Vet Clinic now has a lightweight, portable ultrasound unit that is available for reproductive examination, among other things.  We can conduct fetal sexing at gestational age of 57-77 days and early pregnancy diagnosis at 27 days in cows.  Rectal ultrasound of horses and transabdominal examination of sheep and goats to determine pregnancy after 60 days from breeding is available.  Unfortunately, we do not yet have a portable monitor so that you can see what we see, but we are working on that.  If you are interested in this service, please call the office.  This service is only available Wednesday through Friday because of previous ultrasound commitments on Monday and Tuesday.  


New Product News:  Spectramast DC
Earlier this year, Pfizer released a new lactating cow mastitis treatment called Spectramast LC.  It has broader spectrum activity against Gram negative bacteria (Staph. and Strep. species, except Staph. aureus, for which Pirsue has better activity against) than previous mastitis treatments.  Now, Pfizer is introducing Spectradry, a Ceftiofur based dry cow treatment.  If you would like any information on this new product, please ask Dr. Gill or Dr. Becky the next time they visit, or call the office. 


New Service! Dairy Records Analysis

Brookside Vet Clinic is offering a new service to any of our dairy clients that have DairyComp 305 or DHI test.  We now have Pfizer’s 100-Day Contract software which will allow us to evaluate your records and find out which areas need to be focused on at your dairy.  Having said that, since we are just starting out, please bear with us!  Both Dr. Gill and Dr. Becky are not the most computer literate folk around, so it will be difficult at the start.  However, as more and more people ask for this service, it will become second nature. In order for us to provide this service, we will need your DC305 herd number and RAC code.  If you are interested in this service, please call the office with your information.  Again, please be patient as this is new to us as well.  

The Effects of Dry Period vs. Continuous Lactation on Metabolic

Status and Performance in Periparturient Cows

Journal of Dairy Science Vol. 88, pp. 3530-3541

  It has been argued that dairy cows with a high genetic milk production potential can maintain high milk production even with total omission of the dry period. Further, when omitting the dry period, cows are believed to experience fewer metabolic changes during the transition from late gestation to early lactation compared with cows having a traditional dry period. The performance and metabolic response to omission of the dry period for cows with an expected peak milk yield higher than 45 kg/day (100 lbs/d) were studied in 28 Holstein dairy cows. The cows were followed in late gestation and in the subsequent 5 wk of early lactation. Fourteen cows were milked through late gestation (CM) and another 14 dairy cows underwent a 7-wk dry period (DRY). In the early lactation period, the cows had the same dry matter intake (DMI) but cows in the CM group had a 22% reduction in milk yield compared with the cows in the DRY group. At calving, the experimental groups had the same average body weight and body condition score and there were no significant differences in body weight and body condition score changes in early lactation. However, the cows in the CM group compared with the cows in the DRY group had a higher plasma concentration of glucose and insulin and a lower plasma concentration of nonesterified fatty acids and ß-hydroxybutyrate in the following 5 wk of early lactation. Furthermore, the cows in the CM group had lower liver triacylglycerol concentration and higher liver glycogen concentration in the following early lactation.  It is concluded that, omission of the dry period for dairy cows with an expected peak milk yield higher than 45 kg/d resulted in significantly lower milk yield in the following early lactation without affecting the DMI. Milk yield in the early prepartum period was therefore not a major determinant of DMI. Cows managed without the dry period experienced less severe metabolic imbalance in early lactation due to the more favorable relationship between nutrient intake and nutrient output in milk.

Help Your Foal Grow with Proper Nutrition

Sally J. Baker, APR; AAEP and Bayer Animal Health.

A healthy foal will grow rapidly, gaining in height, weight and strength almost before your eyes.  From birth to age two, a young horse can achieve 90 percent or more of its full adult size, sometimes putting on as many as three pounds per day.  Feeding young horses is a balancing act, as the nutritional start a foal gets can have a profound affect on its health and soundness for the rest of its life.

At eight to ten weeks of age, mare’s milk alone may not adequately meet the foal’s nutritional needs, depending on the desired growth rate and owner wants for a foal.  As the foal’s dietary requirements shift from milk to feed and forage, your role in providing the proper nutrition gains in importance.  Following are guidelines from the American Association of Equine Practitioners (AAEP) to help you meet the young horse’s nutritional needs:

1. Provide high quality roughage (hay and pasture) at all times.

2. Supplement with a high quality, properly balanced grain concentrate at weaning, or earlier if more rapid rates of gain are desired.

3. Start by feeding one percent on a foal’s body weight per day (one pound of feed for each 100 pounds of body weight), or one pound of feed per month of age.

4. Weigh and adjust the feed ration based on growth and fitness.  A weight tape can help you approximate a foal’s size.

5. Foals have small stomachs so divide the daily ration into two to three feedings.

6. Use a creep feeder or feed the foal separate from the mare so it can eat its own ration.  Try to avoid group creep feeding situations.

7. Remove uneaten portions between feedings.

8. Do not overfeed.  Overweight foals are more prone to developmental orthopedic disease (DOD).

9. Provide unlimited fresh, clean water.

10. Provide opportunity for abundant exercise.
The reward for providing excellent nutrition and conscientious care will be a healthy foal that grows into a sound and useful horse.  Additional information about foal nutrition can also be found on the American Association of Equine Veterinarian’s horse health Web site, www.myHorse Matters.com.

Ideas Wanted for our Winter Dairy Producer’s Meeting:
We are still accepting ideas for our annual producers meeting.  If there is any topic that you would like to learn about, please call the office and let us know.  The sooner we know what you are interested in learning more about, the better prepared we will be to meet your needs. 


Brookside Veterinary Clinic is currently accepting new Large Animal Clients!

If you know of someone within our expanded service area who is in need of large animal services, please refer them to our practice.  
Thank you for choosing Brookside to meet your large animal care needs.


What Do You Want To See in the Next Issue?

I’m taking suggestions for articles for the next edition of the Brookside Bulletin, so if there is anything that you would like to know about, please call the office.  This can include anything from drugs and research to management and techniques.  

Thank You!


Visit the Brookside Vet Clinic website today!
If you surf the web, look us up at www.brooksidevetclinic.com.  You can learn about the clinic and contact us by email at info@brooksidevetclinic.com
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