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…And now Fall is Falling!

Yes, the publication lapses have continued over the summer.  The schedule has not become any lighter and I continue to struggle to publish the Bulletin.  As much as I’d hate to do it, if our current workload continues, I may have to make the Bulletin a bi-annual release.  I hope it doesn’t come to that!  On the other hand, keeping me busy certainly does keep me out of trouble.  

Hopefully all of you have had a good corn harvest this year.  I know that most people had a nice looking crop with good ears and a potential for high yield.  However, there were a few big storms over the summer that did some damage to both the corn and soybeans.  Most of the soybeans appeared to come around and while they may not have the yield that they might have, at least there is something there.  Some cornfields, on the other hand, were pretty well damaged and may not test or yield well.  I’m just keeping my fingers crossed that all turns out better than it looks. 


News from the Clinic

We would like to welcome our new Large Animal Veterinarian, Dr. Jessica Walker to the practice.  She joined us in June and has been a great addition for us.  Dr. Walker was born and raised in Fort Myers, Florida.  At the age of fifteen, she and her family moved to Bethel, Maine.  She attended the University of Maine at Orono, and received her Bachelor of Science degree in Animal and Veterinary Science.  She received her Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree from the Atlantic Veterinary College in Prince Edward Island, Canada.  After graduating veterinary school in May of 2008, she moved to Auburn with her husband, Karl and two calico cats (Olivia and Maggie) to join the team at Brookside Veterinary Clinic as a mixed (primarily large) animal veterinarian.  

Dr. Walker has a passion for bovine, camelid, and equine medicine.  In her spare time, she and her husband look forward to enjoying all the outdoor activities the Finger Lakes region has to offer.

 
Briefs:

· We are now offering Drop-Shipment so that product orders can be delivered directly to your farm.  There are a few guidelines that must be followed: 
· You must call Shannon before 10 am to get the products next day or 2nd day. 

· Your order must value $100 or more for free shipping.

· Vaccines will not ship over weekends, so be sure to plan ahead if you need vaccine. 
· COD only!  You must send a check at the time of the order or pay by credit card
· For anyone going to a show or sale that requires diagnostics such as BVDV, Brucellosis, or TB testing, please be sure to call us at least 10 working days prior to when you need the results.  This will allow ample time to get your results back in time for your show or sale. 
FDA Bans Extra-Label Use of Cephalosporins
The FDA has issued a ban on the extra-label use of cephalosporins beginning November 30, 2008.  The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is issuing an order prohibiting the extra-label use of cephalosporin antimicrobial drugs in food-producing animals. They are issuing this order based on evidence that extra-label use of these drugs in food-producing animals will likely cause an adverse event in humans and, as such, present a risk to the public health.  Data collected as part of NARMS (National Antimicrobial Resistance Monitoring System) have shown an increase in multi-drug resistance among Salmonella isolates from humans, including resistance to third generation cephalosporins. The prevalence of ceftiofur resistance among non-Typhi Salmonella isolates from humans rose from 0.2 percent in 1996 to 3.4 percent in 2004. A similar trend was observed over this same period (i.e., 1996 to 2004) for decreased susceptibility to ceftriaxone, a third generation cephalosporin approved for use in humans.  Because of this risk of antimicrobial resistance, Naxcel, Excenel, Excede, and Spectramast can only be used for conditions that they are labeled for.  

· Naxcel can only be used to treat:
· Respiratory disease associated with Mannheimia hemolytica, Pasturella multocida and Histophilus somni. 
· Interdigital necrobacillosis (footrot) associated with Fusobacterium necrophorum and Bacteroides melaninogenicus.
· Excenel can only be given subcutaneously and used to treat:
· Respiratory disease associated with Mannheimia hemolytica, Pasturella multocida and Histophilus somni.
· Interdigital necrobacillosis (footrot) associated with Fusobacterium necrophorum and Bacteroides melaninogenicus.
· Acute metritis associated with bacterial organisms susceptible to ceftiofur.
· Excede can only be used to treat:
· Respiratory disease associated with Mannheimia hemolytica, Pasturella multocida and Histophilus somni.
· Interdigital necrobacillosis (footrot) associated with Fusobacterium necrophorum and Porphyromonas levii
· Spectramast can only be used to treat: 
· Mastitis in lactating cows associated with coagulase-negative staphylococci, Streptococcus dysgalactiae, and Escherichia coli.
· Mastitis in dry cows associated with Staphlococcus aureus, Streptococcus dysgalactiae, and Streptococcus uberis
After November 30th, 2008, using any of the cephalosporins in an extra-label fashion is against the law and we highly recommend against it.  This may be an adjustment for those who have used the cephalosporins in an extra-label fashion on the advice of your veterinarian; however, we must respect the FDA’s decision to protect the public health.  If and when there are any changes about this decision, producers and veterinarians will be contacted with the changes.  
Agreeing on Animal Well-being
Dairy Herd Staff; October 07, 2008

The final principles and guidelines for the National Dairy Animal Well-Being Initiative (NDAWBI) were released at World Dairy Expo last week

There is concern among some dairy producers that consumers are losing confidence in the food chain.  Logan Bower, a dairy producer from Pennsylvania, is one.  He agrees that dairy producers have an ethical obligation to care for their animals. With a program like the NDAWBI, producers can restore consumer confidence that they are taking care of their animals and maintain market access.  The principles and guidelines are not an on-farm welfare program, says Charlie Arnot, facilitator for the National Animal Well-Being Initiative. They are a basic, uniform umbrella of well-being principles and guidelines that any on-farm animal well-being program should include.

Animal well-being is becoming an increasingly important issue, and the dairy industry needs to speak with a unified voice. “Milk marketers can take these principles and guidelines and develop animal well-being programs,” says Joan Behr, director of communications at Foremost Farms. “Customers who purchase products are starting to ask for some type of certification and we want to offer our producers an animal well-being program.”

An animal-welfare program that falls under the principles and guidelines could be part of best-management practices to ship to a co-op, Behr notes.  The coalition, comprised of producers, processors, cooperatives, allied industry, academics, associations and food companies, have been involved in the work of the National Dairy Animal Well-Being Initiative since late 2005. “We want to control our own destiny, not someone else,” says Bower.

A draft version of the Principles and Guidelines was first released in 2007. Since then, it has been under review by various stakeholders across the industry. Comments were compiled and evaluated by the National Dairy Animal Well-Being Initiative Coalition and incorporated into the final version released in early October of this year. Although the final principles and guidelines have been released, the process is far from over.


Producers are encouraged to participate in on-farm animal well-being programs that are consistent with the principles and guidelines, which cover nutrition, animal health, management, housing and facilities, handling, movement and transportation. Participation demonstrates the industry’s commitment to provide for animal well-being and helps ensure consistency throughout the country. For more information and to view the final principles and guidelines, go to: www.dairywellbeing.org.
The New York State Cattle Health Assurance Program (NYSCHAP) has a cattle welfare module available to farms in our area.  If you are interested in participating in this program, you can contact Kathy Finnerty at kdf2@cornell.edu.  Additional information can be found in the enclosed letter.  


Visit the Brookside Vet Clinic website today!
If you surf the web, look us up at www.brooksidevetclinic.com.  You can learn about the clinic and contact us by email at info@brooksidevetclinic.com

Develop dehorning protocols 

Researchers at the University of Guelph suggest the following when it comes to dehorning calves:

· Develop a dehorning protocol that includes input from veterinarians and staff during protocol development. 

· Use a nerve block at dehorning time, unless you are using caustic paste.  Your veterinarian can show you the correct location and amount of local block to use.

· Dehorn calves at a young age, generally less than 4 weeks of age. 

· Consider using an approved non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drug following dehorning.  In the United States, the only approved NSAID is Flunixin Meglumine (Banamine) and it must be given intravenously.  

Brent’s Joke Corner:

The Far Side

By Gary Larson

What Do You Want To See in the Next Issue?

If there is anything in the realm of Veterinary Medicine that you would like to know about, please inform me so that I can address your question and concerns.  You can ask for information on anything from drugs and research to management and techniques.  

Thank You!
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