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Ahhhh, Spring!

Even though it comes every year, spring always seems amazing and new.  Although the thermometer reads the same as it did last week, for some reason, it doesn’t feel as cold.  The time change keeps the day longer so that I, at least, feel like I’m getting more sun.  The wheat is greening up and you can almost see little buds on the trees swelling with new leaves.  I can’t wait to see tractors in the fields plowing and planting.  

Just some quick news from the clinic:  By now I’m sure most of you know about our newest large animal veterinarian, Dr. Julia Butler.  She started working with us back in February.  Dr. Bulter comes from Shubenacadie, Nova Scotia, Canada.  Her family raised beef and dairy cattle, so she has been involved in agriculture for her entire life.  Dr. Butler graduated from the Atlantic Veterinary College in 2007 and began practicing for a large animal practice, which was 90% dairy, in Newfoundland, Canada.   She comes to our practice as a mixed animal veterinarian interested in small animal surgery as well as large animal medicine – especially dairy and beef cattle.  Dr. Butler lives with her husband Tim, a pathologist at Cornell Diagnostic Laboratory in Ithaca, her dog Maggie and two cats, Lily and Alex.  She looks forward to developing her career with the fantastic clientele here in the Fingerlakes Region.  Please give her your warmest welcome.  

We want to thank everyone who attended for coming to the Annual Producers Meeting on March 11th.  We had a great turn out with good food, good people and a great presentation by Dr. Juan Rodrigo Pedraza discussing Milk Quality.  For those of you who didn’t attend, some key points that he discussed were:

· High teat end scores predispose cows to mastitis

· Clean cows have lower SCC and are less likely to get mastitis:

· Alley management is as important as bedding management

· Management practices associated with low SCC:

· Clean stalls and more bedding

· Clean water troughs

· Removed udder hair

· Dry cows checked for mastitis daily

· Clean calving pens

· Fresh cows kept out of the tank longer

· More consistent and longer use of teat dips

· More consistent and longer use of dry cow tx.

· Clinical cases treated for longer duration

· Nutritional supplements supplied

· Be Clean and Accurate:

· Keep excellent records

· Be meticulous with hygiene

· Work precisely rather than quickly

· Keep stocking density less than 100%

· J5 vaccination is a good idea for all dairies

Once again, we would like to thank Pfizer for helping us to not only provide our food but top quality information to help you be the best producers that you can be.   Thanks again for all that you do.  

One other quick note – the New York Animal Agriculture Coalition are in the process of a positive marketing campaign to educate the public of what you do and why you do it.  You may want to check out their website: www.farmskeepnygreen.com and even let them know what else they need to do or focus on.   This could be a very positive campaign for all of us in the dairy industry, especially if it spreads to other parts of the country.  


What Do You Want To See in the Next Issue?

If there is anything in the realm of Veterinary Medicine that you would like to know about, please inform me so that I can address your question and concerns.  You can ask for information on anything from drugs and research to management and techniques.

Thank You!!

Scientists develop new Johne's vaccine 

By Dairy Herd news source  | Thursday, December 11, 2008
Scientists at Cornell's College of Veterinary Medicine have developed a vaccine that prevents Johne's disease, a condition that costs the dairy industry $220 million to $250 million annually. The breakthrough will be published in the January 2009 issue of the journal Vaccine.

The Cornell team identified and prepared the antigen necessary for the vaccine development. Their antigen is licensed to the Biotechnology Research and Development Corp.  "Johne's disease is one of the most important infectious diseases that threatens farmers," said Yung-Fu Chang, Cornell professor of microbiology and the paper's principal investigator. "Equally important, though, this organism has been suspected to be one of several possible contributing agents to Crohn's disease that has similar pathologic lesions in people. The results of our research may offer useful information to those working with Crohn's disease."

The research was funded by grants from the Biotechnology Research and Development Corp., and a contract through a cooperative agreement between the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets and the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service.

Source: Cornell University College of Veterinary Medicine


Briefs:

· We are still offering Drop-Shipment so that product orders can be delivered directly to your farm.  There are a few guidelines that must be followed: 
· You must call Shannon before 10 am to get the products next day or 2nd day. 

· Your order must value $100 or more for free shipping.

· Vaccines will not ship over weekends, so be sure to plan ahead if you need vaccine. 
· COD only!  You must send a check at the time of the order or pay by credit card
· For anyone going to a show or sale that requires diagnostics such as BVDV, Brucellosis, or TB testing, please be sure to call us at least 10 working days prior to when you need the results.  This will allow ample time to get your results back in time for your show or sale. 

New Johne’s Strategic Plan designed for producers 

By Dairy Herd news source  | Monday, December 01, 2008
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The new National Johne’s Disease Control Program Strategic Plan is designed with producers front and center, says Andy Schwartz, Texas Animal Health Commission and chair of the Committee on Johne’s Disease, U.S. Animal Health Association. The new Strategic Plan replaces the previous strategic plan dated July 2004.

Through a public/private partnership, the Strategic Plan will result in producers, veterinarians and consultants having more tools readily available, so Johne’s disease can be effectively addressed, he adds.  Animal agriculture has several partners fighting in their corner when it comes to reducing the incidence of Johne’s disease in individual herds and reducing the risk of introducing Johne’s disease to uninfected herds.

These partners – including the National Johne’s Working Group, the U.S. Animal Health Association Committee on Johne’s Disease, Johne’s Integrated Disease Program and USDA/Animal Plant and Health Inspection Services/Veterinary Services — recently provided input that resulted in the new National Johne’s Disease Control Program Strategic Plan.

The National Johne’s Disease Control Program Strategic Plan underscores the need for practical, effective tools that the everyday producer knows about and that are readily available to veterinarians, consultants and producers, says Schwartz. Developing these tools requires significant research, and this research is a high priority of the new Strategic Plan.

 
Diagnostics, vaccines, economic impact and management practices are among the research areas that require attention, according to the Plan.  Diagnostic tests and procedures targeting young animals are needed, Schwartz says. “In addition the industry needs to develop rapid, more accurate tests that focus on better cell-mediated immunity (CMI) tests and improved antigens, bulk tank testing – quantitative ELISA milk test and environmental sampling protocols for dairy and beef. Plus we need to develop tuberculosis diagnostic or testing procedures that focus on fewer M. bovis cross reactions and that do not cross-react with a Johne’s vaccine.”

 
Elisabeth Patton, Designated Johne’s Coordinator for Wisconsin and vice chair of the Committee on Johne’s Disease, U.S. Animal Health Association, points out that the new Johne’s Disease Control Program Strategic Plan takes a hard look at other areas of needed research, including the need for the development and validation of improved vaccines to help prevent Johne’s disease.  Patton explains that although a killed vaccine is available for use today, it is only available for use in some states. In states that allow use of the killed vaccine, the vaccine can only be administered with the state veterinarian’s approval and then to calves no older than 35 days.
 
“The industry needs Johne's disease vaccines that are approved for use in all states,” Patton says. “We need one or more Johne's disease vaccines that have fewer side effects including reduced cross-reactivity with the TB testing.”  Two other research interest areas within the Strategic Plan are the economic impact of Johne’s disease and the identification of management practices that help control the disease while providing economic benefit for the livestock owner.

 
The Plan also lists strategies focusing on educational efforts, making herd assessment and management tools readily available and updating the current classification system.  To learn more about Johne’s disease or to access the complete National Johne’s Disease Control Program Strategic Plan, go to: www.johnesdisease.org.

 When science isn't enough 
Charlie Arnot, CEO of the Center for Food Integrity (CFI), opened the General Session with some thought-provoking and sobering information on how the agriculture industry is doing as far as consumer trust. One suggestion was to re-consider the role of science with consumers. A survey by CFI and the United Soybean Board revealed that science itself isn't enough for consumers ​ the values and ethics of good producers is also very important to them. "Attacking our attackers such as the Humane Society of the U.S. with science alone isn’t enough," Arnot says. "We have to show we have the same principles and values as well. Our commitment to doing right is what counts. We need to re-think how we present ourselves and regain that trust consumers had in us."
   We don't operate in the old agrarian model anymore, Arnot notes. The top 10 food retailers sell 75% of the food. "We've transitioned into the industrial model. We've improved safety, efficiency and traceability, but not consumer trust. We need to stop talking about how we used to be. We are better than we used to be. Let's talk about who we are today in a way that builds consumer trust and confidence. Shame on us if we sit on the sidelines and don't promote our business."
   For more information, visit www.foodintegrity.org

Brent’s Joke Corner:

Silly Laws:

· In Texas, it's illegal to put graffiti on someone else's cow.

· Horses may not wear cowbells inside the city limits of Tahoe City, California.

· In Washington, though, every cow wandering the streets of Seattle must be wearing a cowbell.

· In Quitman, Georgia, it is against the law for a chicken to cross any road within the city limits.

· In McDonald, Ohio, farmers cannot march a goose down a city street. And fowl, particularly roosters, are prohibited from going into bakeries in Massachusetts.

· In Kansas, it is illegal for chicken thieves to work during daylight hours.

· In Vermont, you can be fined if your pig runs in a public park without the permission of a selectman


Visit the Brookside Vet Clinic website today!

If you surf the web, look us up at www.brooksidevetclinic.com.  You can learn about the clinic and contact us by email at info@brooksidevetclinic.com
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